
Comparison Table: Current vs. Proposed Vermont Use of Public Waters (UPW) Rules 

Rule Area Current Rule Proposed Change (June 2025) 
Wakesports Zone 
Criteria 

Min. 50 acres; 500 ft 
from shore; 20 ft 
depth; some irregular 
shapes allowed 

Min. 100 contiguous acres; 500 ft from 
shore; 20 ft depth; min. 3,000 ft length; 
allowance for shape normalization 

Eligible Lakes for 
Wakesports 

30 lakes Reduced to 18 lakes based on new 
criteria 

Home Lake Rule Required declaration & 
decontamination 

Removed. Added hot water 
decontamination for wake boats moving 
between lakes 

Decontamination 
Proof 

Operators must carry 
proof 

Requirement removed; general 
compliance with 10 V.S.A. § 1454 
required 

Loon Protection 300-foot buffer around 
nesting sites during 
nesting season 

500-foot buffer around loon nesting sites 
during nesting season 

Safety Buffer 200 feet Increased to 500 feet from other users 

Municipal 
Delegation 

Not clearly defined Clarifies conditions under which a 
municipality may be granted delegation 
of UPW rules 

Petition Process Annual consolidation; 
seasonal public 
meetings 

Removed consolidation; allows petitions 
anytime; removes seasonal constraint 

Temporary Use 
Restrictions 

Not formally 
addressed 

Allows Secretary to impose temporary 
restrictions for emergencies or for other 
good cause 

Wakesports Lake 
List 

Listed in Appendix E List managed publicly by the Secretary 
(Appendix E removed) 

 



 


