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December 2025 
 

Dear Lake Fairlee Associa5on Member, 

No ma/er the season, the Lake Fairlee Associa;on’s mission remains the same: to 
preserve, protect, and enhance the ecology and natural resources of Lake Fairlee and 
its watershed. Your con;nued financial support makes this possible. Visit 
www.lakefairleevt.org for current news and updates. 

 Bylaws 
A subcommi/ee of the LFA Board is reviewing the Associa;on’s Bylaws and will 
preview proposed revisions at the 2026 annual mee;ng. 

🚤 Greeter Program 
From mid-May through mid-October, our greeters inspected over 2,800 boats and 
decontaminated nearly 800—a crucial effort that serves as Lake Fairlee’s first line of 
defense against Eurasian milfoil and other invasive species. At this summer’s annual 
mee;ng, we honored five long;me greeters whose combined service now exceeds 50 
years. Our thanks go to ten-year greeters Beth and Dexter Tilton, Wanda Vaughn, Linda 
Reeves-Po/er, and Jane Rossi. Their dedica;on is excep;onal, and our loyal greeter 
team is the envy of lake associa;ons across Vermont. Greeter wages make up about 
half of the LFA’s annual budget. 

🤿 DASH (Diver-Assisted Suc5on Harves5ng) 
In spring 2025, LFA surveyed the lake to iden;fy milfoil concentra;ons targeted for 
DASH and volunteer hand-pulling. Divers then removed milfoil from priority areas over 
the summer. A follow-up survey in late September assessed plant diversity and milfoil 
dispersion and provided data for a planned 2026 herbicide treatment. 

🌿 Herbicide Applica5on 
When lake surveys indicate significant milfoil infesta;on, the LFA contracts licensed 
professionals to apply EPA-approved herbicides. The Fall 2024 survey indicated a 
treatment was merited and it was applied in June 2025. These treatments are an 
ongoing and costly, but necessary, component of lake management. 

📢 Milfoil Awareness Program (MAP) 
Now in its second year, the LFA’s Milfoil Awareness Program combines educa;on and 
volunteer ac;on to help combat the spread of milfoil: 
• Fi^een “MILFOIL HAZARD” buoys mark infesta;on zones to deter high-speed 

boa;ng through these areas. 
• Educa;onal materials and plant samples were displayed at the annual mee;ng to 

help residents iden;fy and learn the proper technique to manage milfoil along their 
shoreline. 

• Volunteers contributed over 50 hours this season, including SCUBA hand-pulling in 
targeted areas. 
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💧 Water Quality Ac5on CommiLee (WQAC) 
The WQAC supports lake health through water sampling and monitoring in partnership with the Lake 
Champlain Commi/ee and Vermont DEC’s LaRosa Partnership Program. In 2025, volunteers collected 
samples from eight sites along Blood Brook and Middle Brook to trace phosphorus sources. The 
commi/ee also conducted cyanobacteria tes;ng at three lake loca;ons. 

🏄 Wakesports Update 
This summer, the Vermont DEC denied pe;;ons to prohibit wakesports on Lake Fairlee and nine other 
lakes. Instead, it proposed statewide rule changes that, if adopted, would prohibit wakesports on 12 
lakes currently eligible for wakesports, including Fairlee. Public hearings were held in July; a final dra^ is 
expected this fall, followed by another round of public input and commi/ee review. Any changes are 
likely to be implemented for the summer 2026 boa;ng season. Updates are available at 
dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/lakes-and-ponds-rulemaking. 

 Loon News 
The resident loon pair at the north end of the lake produced two eggs this summer, with one chick 
successfully hatching in July. For the first ;me, a second pair was observed on Middlebrook near 
Horizons Day Camp. Unfortunately, they eventually abandoned their nest; we hope they return next 
summer. Due to technical issues, The LoonCam, Vermont’s first and only, returned only briefly in 2025. 
It con;nues to draw wide interest across the Upper Valley. It will be back for the 2026 nes;ng season. 
Watch live at: www.youtube.com/@LakeFairleeAssocia;on/videos 

🙏 Support & Involvement 
LFA’s work depends on your generosity and par5cipa5on. Contribu;ons can be made by mail (P.O. Box 
102, Fairlee, VT 05045) or online at lakefairleevt.org/become-a-member-donate. 

To volunteer, contact any Board member—your ;me and support make a las;ng difference. 

With gra;tude,  

Your LFA Board of Trustees 

 


